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Society: Notes and Comment

NOTES AND COMMENT
The excerpts from correspondence between Governor Tonyn of East Florida and his home government, included in Carita Doggett Corse’s address before the Society at its recent annual meeting and published in this number, give us our first intimate
glimpse of the distress of the English colonists in
Florida on being torn, as it were, from their homes
in 1784 and scattered abroad.
In addition to these, Mrs. Corse has given to the
library of the Society copies of many other papers
from the same source, the Public Record Office in
London. Included are all of the transcripts of documents complete used or mentioned in her Dr. Andrew
Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony (Florida, The
Drew Press, 1919) and listed in that work, pp. 197210. But of even greater interest, if perhaps of less
value, is a collection of. transcripts from the same
source relating to the colonization project of Lord
Rolle on the upper St. Johns River. These consist of
copies and tracings of several score documents and
plats-letters, memorials, reports including letters
and inventories, from Rolle and Governor Grant to
the officials of the Colonial Office, as well as much
passing between the proprietor and the governor.
From these the story of that episode, so impracticable
and illadvised, but so energetically carried on, canand we trust will-be told in some detail.
The passing on of many of our most earnest members was recorded in the last number. To these
names must be added Reverend Van Winder Shields
of Jacksonville and Mr. George G. Currie of West
Palm Beach. Mr. Currie, whose interest in Florida
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history was keen and deep, was long on the membership roll. Reverend Mr. Shields was one of those
who reestablished the Society in 1902 and one of the
eight who were its incorporators in 1905.
Is your interest in the Society and its work growing? If not, then, even with our great increase in
membership, we are not as strong as we were last
year.
The need for an endowment to support the
many important activities of the American Historical
Association was shown here in a recent issue. All
work carried on by the Association is directly or indirectly of benefit to the work we ourselves are doing; so, in addition to the satisfaction a contributor
may feel in endorsing this movement and assisting
the Association, our members in contributing may be
sure also that they are helping in the work we ourselves have undertaken. Florida’s quota of five
thousand dollars (of the one million dollar fund being
collected for that purpose) is being got together by
President Hamilton Holt and Mr. A. J. Hanna, of
Rollins College, to whom contributions should be sent.
A monument “To Commemorate the First White
Settlement on Indian River Under the Armed Occupation Act, 1843-1849” was unveiled on Washington’s
birthday last at Ankona, seven miles south of Fort
Pierce. An address was delivered by Robert Ranson.
Mr. Waldo E. Cummer, of Jacksonville, has become a Life Member of the Society. The small balance in our treasury has at once become respectable,
and through this expression of his interest we are
able to add a few pages to each issue of the QUARTERLY
for the next year.
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history must remain almost unknown, and a companion to the monument of that other period, of which
she was writing, the Fort of San Marcos at St. Augustine.
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